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Lord Ganesha is the God of wisdom, intelligence, luck, and fortune.  Prosperity and 

Success will come wherever Ganesha is, and He is the remover of obstacles.  Lord 

Ganesha is invoked before the beginning of any auspicious work. 

Ganesha, also called Ganapati, is one of the sons of Lord Shiva and the Divine Mother 

Parvati.  His brother is called Karthikeya.   

Ganesha has a head like an elephant.  An elephant has big ears right?  They must be 

very good for listening, right?  In the same way, Ganesh is good at listening to all our 

problems. 

Ganesh has four hands.  What is he holding in the picture above?  One hand is raised in 

a gesture of peace.  Another hand holds a goad.  Does anyone know what a goad is?  It 

is used to push you to go faster.  In another hand, what does he hold?  It is a noose.  

Who knows what a noose is?  You can use it to slow someone down?  When we 

worship Ganesha, he uses the goad to make us go faster if we need to.  But sometimes 

we are going in the wrong direction.  So then he uses the noose to slow us down. 

What does his fourth hand hold?  A SWEET!  Ganesha loves sweets.  That is why his 

belly is so big.  It is said his belly contains the whole universe!   

Ganesha is said to dwell in every person at the base of their spine.   

An elephant is a big animal, right?  It can knock over any obstacle, right?  In the same, 

Ganesha can knock through any obstacle that is bothering us in life.  We just have to 

pray to him.   

Ganesha is always worshipped first before worshipping any other God.  The story 

below tells why. 

Ganesha and His Brother, Karthikeya 

One day Devas (deities) and Sages visited Lord Shiva, and requested Him to make one 

of His two sons, Ganesha and Karthikeya, as the commander of Ganas.  Karthikeya 

requests Shiva for the position by stating that Ganesha is fat, slow, and incapable for it.  

Then Shiva said to his children “we will have a contest.  Whoever of you goes around 

the world three times and returns first will be the commander of Ganas.”  Hearing this, 

Karthikeya immediately mounted his vehicle, the peacock.  He was very certain that he 

would win the competition.   



Ganesha too, understood that his vehicle, the mouse, could not compete with the 

peacock’s speed.  So he thought for a moment.  Suddenly, he got an idea.  Ganesha 

smiled to himself.  Karthikeya flew around the world stopping at all temples and sacred 

spots on the way and offering his prayers.  To his astonishment, he found Ganesha at 

every major stop.  Karthikeya was puzzled.  How did Ganesha manage to be so fast?   

The reason was the razor-sharp intelligence and the great wisdom of Ganesha.  Back in 

Kailash, Ganesha remembered that his parents Shiva and Parvathi represented the 

entire universe.  Without delay, the young elephant-headed god walked around his 

parents with great devotion, folding his hands. "Why are you circling us Ganesha?" 

asked Lord Shiva.  "I'm your son and to me, you two make up my whole world.  Why 

should I go further to win the contest?” replied Ganesha. 

When Karthikeya returned after his voyage, he understood what had happened and 

accepted the superiority of his clever brother Ganesha.  Ganesha becomes the lord of 

Ganas, and how he is also called as Ganapati. 

Questions: 

What is another name for Ganesha?  Who is his brother?  Who are his parents?  What 

type of head does Ganesh have.   

Sri Ganesha Mantra 

Om Gananam tva Ganapati gum Havamahe  

Kavim Kavinam Upamasra vastamam  

Jyestharajam Brahmanam Brahmanaspata  

anasrnvannutibhissida sadanam 

Sri mahaganpataye namah 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8SNnnABgs28&feature=related 

Salutations to Ganapati, chief of the hosts of attendants of Shiva. 

Wisest of all, abundantly glorious, the only true reflection of the Supreme 

May your blessings be upon this (ritual, practice, undertaking) 

Please be happy with us, give us your protection and Grace and be in our hearts 

May our efforts be pleasing to you and be blessed 

I bow to the great Lord Ganesha (Ganapati) 



 CROSSWORD 

 

ACROSS 

4 Ganehsa's father  

5 Ganesha's mother  

8 Ganeha removes  

10 Ganesha's vehicle  

11 Ganesha loves  

12 Other popular name of Ganesha   

  

DOWN 

1  Number of hands Ganesha has  

2  Where Shiva resides  

3  Karthikeya's vehicle  

6  Ganehsa's brother  

7  What type of head Ganesha has 

9  Commander of Ganas   
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Drawing Exercise:  

 

 

 


